
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, October 22, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 22: 15-21 
The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus  in speech.  They sent 
their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know you are a truthful man 
and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.  And you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion, for you do not regard a person’s status.  “Tell us, then, what is your 
opinion:  Is it lawful to pay the census tax  to Caesar or not?” 
Knowing their malice, Jesus said, “Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?  Show me the 
coin that pays the census tax.”  Then they handed him the Roman coin.  He said to them, 
“Whose image is this and whose inscription?”  They replied, “Caesar’s.”  
At that he said to them, “Then pay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what 
belongs to God.”   
 
  
Questions to Ponder: 

1. In your life, what do you feel belongs to Caesar (or the material things in your 
life?) To God?  How well are you giving to each?  Which obligation comes first? 

2. Is “God’s share” only your Sunday tithe?  What other part of your donations are 
also “God’s share”? 

3. What speaks to you in this Gospel?   
 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


